HELEN

country. Though I had passed very well in London society,
blue, red, and green, literary, fashionable, and political, and
had been extolled as both witty and wise, especially when my
husband was in place; yet when I came into close contact
with minds of a higher order, I felt my own deficiencies. Lord
Davenant's superiority I particularly perceived in the solidity
of the ground he uniformly took and held in reasoning. And
when 1, too confident, used to venture rashly, and often found
myself surrounded, and in imminent danger in argument, he
used to bring me off and ably cover my retreat, and looked so
pleased, so proud, when I made a happy hit, or jumped to a
right conclusion.

c But what I most liked, most admired, in him was, that he
never triumphed or took unfair advantages on the strength of
his learning, of his acquirements, or of what I may call his
logical training.

c I mention these seeming trifles because it is not always in
the .great occasions of life that a generous disposition shows
itself in the way which we most feel. Little instances of
generosity shown in this way, unperceived by others, have gone
most deeply into my mind; and have most raised my opinion
of his character. The sense that I was over rather than under
valued made me the more ready to acknowledge and feel my
own deficiencies. I felt the truth of an aphorism of Lord
Verulam:s, which is now come down to the copy-books ; that
"knowledge is power." Having made this notable discovery,
I set about with all my might to acquire knowledge. You
may smile, and think that this was only in a new form the
passion for power; no, it was something better. Not to do
myself injustice, I now felt the pure desire of knowledge, and
enjoyed the pure pleasure of obtaining it; assisted, supported,
and delighted, by the sympathy of a superior mind.

i * As to intellectual happiness, this was the happiest time of
my life. As if my eyes had been rubbed by your favourite
dervise in the Arabian tales with his charmed ointment, which
opened at once to view all the treasures of the earth, I saw
and craved the boundless treasures opened to my view. I
now wanted to read all that Lord Davenant was reading, that
I might be up to his ideas, but this was not to be done in an
instant. There was a Frenchwoman who complained that she
never could learn anything, because she could not find anybody
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